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BOHEMIAN BREWERIES LIMITED (1889-1907):
AN ENGLISH BREWERY IN PRAGUE. PART II

PETER DYER

Operation of the breweries

The general manager in Prague of the English company
and its three breweries was Alexander William
Wentworth Forbes; on 23 December 1889 the directors
gave him authority to represent the company and act
on its behalf in Bohemia.l He came of a military family
- his father was Lieutenant-General George Wentworth
Forbes of the Royal Marines - and had later himself the
rank of captain. He lived in Liben with his wife
Loveday Elizabeth and their young daughter Dorothea;
another daughter Majorie Catherine died in 1893, prob-
ably in infancy.? In 1898 he was appointed vice-consul
and in 1899 British consul in Prague; the consular
offices were located at U Stajgrii.3 Thus when in 1898,
as part of his vice-consular duties, he issued a notice
addressed to all British subjects that Her Majesty the
Queen had issued a proclamation enjoining her subjects
to observe strict neutrality during the present state of
war between Spain and the United States of America,
the notice was dated from ‘The British Vice-Consulate,
Prague, Wassergasse Nr. 34°, in other words U Stajgri.
Later in 1899 the consular offices were moved to
Stephansgasse 69 (Palais Baron Achrenthal), next door
to U Stajgri.4

Wentworth Forbes was a leading figure among English
residents in Prague; thus in 1901, for instance, a certain
G. Hampton put an announcement in the newspapers
addressed to Charles Brejska in the following terms

Dear Sir! The dinner which followed my Nieces wedding on
the 12th instant, at which the Englisch Consul, captain A.
Wentworth Forbes was present with many other guests of the
Englisch Colony in Prague, was carried out entirely to my

satisfaction and the arrangements were admirable. I schal
always have much pleausure in recommending You to my

friends.5

As regards the individual breweries, at Liben, the head
brewers (also described as technical managers) were
Eduard Kriizner to 1891 and FrantiSek Ronz (Ronc)
from 1891 (or earlier: he was described as ‘brewer’ in a
nameday greetings notice in October 1889)¢ until his
death in 1894. Kriizner was also technical manager at
the other two breweries until 1891.

At U Stajgrti, Kriizner was registered in the Prague reg-
ister of trades in November 1889 as a pub or restaurant
operator, at house 699-2. Registered as brewer (at No.
699-2) and distiller (at No. 630-2) was Robert Griver
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Figure 1. Nameday greetings on St. Francis's day for
Frantisek Ronz from the staff of the Liben brewery, Néarodni
listy, 4 October 1889.
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Johnson, of London, residing at No. 699-2. Kriizner was
later also registered as selling beer at house 630-2 and
operating a restaurant at house 126-2 (Zlaty soudek,
Ostrovni 24); his address remained house 699-2. He was
also recorded in the police records as a brewery man-
ager (Brauerei-Direktor) at house 630-II in 1889 and at
house 1601-II (Vaclavské namesti 55a and Marianska
1) in 1891.7

In April 1890, following the granting of permission
referred to above, the company itself was registered as

Bierbrauergewerbe in Nr. 699-2 und Spiritusbrennerei in Nr.
630-2: The Bohemian Breweries Limited, Représentant Herr
Alexander Wentworth, Geschéfts-Stellvertreter Herr Eduard
Kriizner [brewery at No. 699-2 and distillery at No 630-2:
The Bohemian Breweries Limited, representative Mr
Alexander Wentworth, deputy Mr Eduard Kriizner].8

The Prace and Liben breweries were not registered in
the Prague register, as they were outside the then city
boundary. Shortly after this Narodni listy reported that
The Bohemian Breweries, Limited, had been registered
with the Prague Commercial Court as the representation
of the English company, its objects being to carry on
brewing and distilling, operate restaurants, and deal in
beer, spirits, mineral waters, malt and hops.?
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Figure 2. From the Prager Tagblatt, 12 April 1890

The English company took over the management of the
pub and restaurant side of U Stajgrii from 30 September
1889. An advertisement in Narodni listy, in the name of
the ‘management of Narodni pivovar “U Stajgrii” of the
company “The Bohemian Breweries Limited” in
Prague’, specified that J. Paul was in charge of the cater-
ing, which included morning soup and evening meals,
on subscription or paid for separately. There would be a
concert three times a week by the Kubinek and FiSer
band.10

In the following year the restaurant side of U Stajgrii
was leased to W. Noel, who advertised his obycejné
(ordinary), lezdk (lager) and bavorské (Bavarian) beers,
while the food was now provided by Jan Masek.!! Other
advertisements mentioned ‘Baierisch Bier’ (Bavarian
beer) as a speciality. The premises also included a small
garden.

It may be noted, if only as a curiosity, that a mildly
humorous article in the Prager Tagblatt on the struggle
for hegemony which was said to have broken out
between the partisans of beer glasses and beer mugs
reported that two Prague breweries had declared in
favour of the mugs. One was U Stajgru (the other was U
Rozvarilu), which had introduced stoneware mugs in
place of glasses.!2

Little is otherwise recorded of the day-to-day opera-
tion of the brewery and restaurant. Occasional references
include an advertisement for a cellarmaster, advertise-
ments for spent grains and secondhand brewing
equipment for sale, reports that a brewery worker by the
name of Josef Choutka had fallen down unconscious
and been taken to hospital, and that a 17-year-old trainee
named Matousek had suffered serious chest injuries
when a barrel fell on him - not to mention a report that
two thieves who stole a packet of shirtings from a
wagon in Wenceslas Square ran off and were caught in
the courtyard of U Stajgra.!3

One house which is known to have sold beer from U
Stajgrii is Voctarova restaurace in Liben, opened by V.
Voctar in 1890. He advertised ‘excellent table beer and
Bavarian beer from The Bohemian Breweries, Limited
“U Stajgrd”, Prague’ (‘Vyte¢nym pivem stolnim a
bavorskym z pivovaru The Bohemian Breweries,
Limited “U Stajgrd” v Praze’).!4 It is perhaps slightly
surprising that Voctar did not get his beer from the com-
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pany’s nearby Liben brewery. It is not clear to what
extent the three breweries competed rather than cooper-
ating with each other.

As regards the Prade brewery, the previous owner Josef
Kaspar had continued to manage it a year after the sale
to the English company, in accordance with the compa-
ny’s expressed intention to retain the local management.
On 1 October 1890, however, he publicly announced in
the press - both Czech and German - that he had
resigned from the company’s local committee and
would have no further involvement with the brewery. At
the same time, Wentworth Forbes announced, also in the
daily press, that he was now in charge of all three brew-
eries and the distillery; all correspondence concerning
the business as a whole should be directed to him, as
should offers from suppliers. One wonders what caused
Kaspar’s sudden and public departure.!5

Early the following year, 1891, Nolc took over the sep-
arate management of U Stajgri, but as head brewer
rather than manager.l® Wentworth Forbes was regis-
tered as holder of a concession to operate the restaurant
side of U Stajgrti in his capacity of representative of the
English company.17

All three breweries were mentioned in a bilingual
(Czech and German) advertisement in a Prague directo-
ry of 1891 (Figure 3). It was asserted that Bohemian
Breweries Ltd. had ‘so far’ acquired three breweries, all
of which were flourishing. The steam brewery u Stajgrd
(beim Stajger) was claimed to be well known through-
out Bohemia, dating from the 16t century, and with a
capacity of 48,000 hl. It exported its Bavarian bottled
beer - several Prague breweries brewed what they called
‘Bavorské’ or Bavarian beer; the term may originally
have designated beer that was bottom-fermented rather
than top-fermented - to South America, England and
Africa. The associated distillery had a capacity of
18,000 hl, and produced spirits from molasses and
potatoes. The steam brewery in Libeni had a newly
equipped brewhouse with cellars on the Rosenberg sys-
tem, and could produce 120,000 hl a year of vycepni
pivo (Schankbier) and lezdk (Lagerbier). The steam
brewery in Prace, which was described as being an
hour’s distance from Prague, also had new steam-driven
equipment, and brewed over 50,000 hl of vyéepni pivo
and grandatové pivo (Granatbier). The three breweries
had a central management in Prague, the general man-

ager and representative being A. Wentworth Forbes.18
The production figures asserted (if they were not mere-
ly optimistic exaggerations for advertising purposes)
must have related to theoretical capacity, not actual pro-
duction.

As to the export trade, it may be noted that the press
reports of the purchase of the breweries in 1889 had also
mentioned the intention to expand the breweries and to
export to England, India and South America. There is no
information on the volume of beer exported.

A minor embarrassment in early 1891 was the forced
sale of the English-owned Grand Hotel. The company
was sufficiently concerned to place an announcement
in the press under the manager Wentworth Forbes’s
name in which it pointed out, to avoid confusion, that its
property extended only to the three breweries and it had
no connection at all with the company which owned the
Grand Hotel.19

In September 1892, when Prague was threatened with
an outbreak of cholera, the city’s brewers announced
that they would supply boiled water free of charge to the
public. It was initially reported that all the breweries
except the English company’s U Stajgri had agreed to
this; the company corrected this, saying that they would
provide boiled water and also ice.20

Progress of the company

After the complicated and turbulent start, the company
fared better in the next few years. Thus the A.G.M. of
6 February 1893 was told that there had been a decrease
in sales of beer but an increase of £3,248 in the gross
profits on sales and rents, and a small profit on the dis-
tillery. There was a threat of a new tax on the capital of
foreign companies carrying on business in Austria,
which might be a problem; however, this seems not to
have materialised.?!

It appears than an arrangement was made in October
1892 that all available profits, after paying mortgage
and debenture interest, were to be applied to paying off
mortgage and debenture debt, until £50,000 was
repaid.22 Possibly in connection with this arrangement,
the company was involved in a dispute with the
Ministry of Finance on duties chargeable on certain con-
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The Bohemian Breweries Limited*

v PRATZE.

Tote druistvo koupile dosud tfi pivevary, a sice: Niredni pivovar
»l ﬁtajgrﬁ“‘ v Praze; pivovary v Libni a v Prdci jako¥iwlechoy t¥i podniky jsou
v nejliveiE tfinnosti.

Parostrojnf pivovar ,u Stajgrad® v Praze trvd v Cechich od 16
stoleti a jest v celjch Cechéch dobe zndm a vyrdbi roén 48.000 hektolitrl piva.

Pivovar provozaje také obehod pivem lhvovym, kterj% denné roste a se Sifl.

Bavorské pive Mhvové tohotle pivovarn exportuje se velmi silng do Ji¥nl
Ameriky, Anglie a Afriky,

Pii pivovarn jest téZ lihovar s wyrobou 18.000 hektolitrd rofog, ma melasu
i spracovani zemtat zafizen.

Parostrojni pivowar v Libni, v nejblizil blizkosti = Praby poloZen,
jest velmi dob¥e zafizeny podnik s rofni vyrobon 120000 hektolitrd piva vi-
fepného a leifkn; opatfen jest nejnovEiim zaffzenim, jakof i novymi sklepy
dle soustavy Rosenberka. )

Pivovar v Pradi. Hodinu od Prahy vzdilen, jest rovnds dle nejnevEjs
soustavy parostrojni zaflzen, vyribl ro¥n vice nei So0.000 hektolitrdi piva vylep-
ného a granifového a t¥¥ se prév® tak zaslouZené powdsti jako ostatal jmeno-
vamné pi\'ovarj". .

{Usiiedni sprava vieeh 3 podniki maléza se v Praze,

Wepresentant pan gepcrdlni feditel A Wentworth Forbes.
G BOE

oA0e Bohiemian Brewenies Limited"

iIn PRAG.

Diese Gesellschaft hat bis jetzt drei Brauereien, und zwar: Die National-
Brauerei ,beim Stajger® in Prag, die Brauereien in Lieben nnd Prac kuflich
ibernommen und befinden sich alle drei Brauere” : im besten Betriebe.

Die Dampf-Brauverei ,beim Stajger in Prag ist in ganz Bohmen
wohlbekannt, besteht scit dem 16, fahrhundert, liegt in Centrum von Prag umd
hat eime Leistuogsiibigkeit von 48000 Hektoliter pro Jahr,

Die Brauerei betreibt auch in eigener Regie ein Flaschenbiergeschift, welches

tiglich an Ausdehnung gewinnt, . .

Das baierische Flaschenbier dieser Braverei wird vielfach nach Sidamerika,
England und Afrika exportirt. A

In Verbindung mit dieser Brauerei ist auch eine Spiritus-Fabrik mit
einer Capaeitiit von 18000 Hektoliter jihrlich, sowohl fir Melasse- als auch
Kartoffel-Verarbeitung, eingerichtet.

Die Dampf-Brauerei in Lieben, in nlchster Nihe von Prag pelegen,
ist mit den neuesten Finrichtungen, neuen Sudhaus, meven Kellereien, System
Rosenberg versehen, die jibrliche Erzeugumg bei vollen Betrieb von 120.000
Hektoliter Schunk= umd Eagerbier; auch diese Brauverei erfrent sich des besten
Refes und sind die Ereeugnisse vielgefragt. 182

Die Damnpf-Brauerei in Praé, cine Stunde vor Prag entfernt, ist ghen-
falls nach neuestem System mit Dampfbetrieh eingerichtet, erzengt 30.000 Eicklo-
liter Schank- & Grauatbier per Jahr und erfreut sich cines ebenfalls so wohl-
verdienten Rufes wie obgepannie Bravereien.

Centrale simmtilicher 3 Etablissements in Prag.
Represenlant Hr. Generaldirektor A, ‘Wentworthh Forbes.

Figure 3. A bilingual (Czech and German) advertisement, 1891.
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tracts. The case went to the Administrative Court in
Vienna, but the final outcome is not known.23

In May 1893 the company won another award for its
products, the gold medal diploma at the Prague interna-
tional economic exhibition.24 Later in 1893 a complaint
against an order to close the cellar opening in front of
the Stepanska street frontage of U Stajgri was rejected
by the municipal authorities.2

In the following year, the A.GM. of 3 January 1894
heard that there had been an increase in gross profits, as
well as an increase in beer sold. The chairman and
secretary had each visited the breweries and found them
to be in a satisfactory state of equipment and in good
order.26

The fifth A.GM., held on 21 January 1895, was chaired
as usual by Lt-Col. D. Stewart, chairman of the compa-
ny. He said that

considering all the drawbacks they had experienced during
the season under review, he thought the shareholders should
be satisfied that the initial and inevitable heavy loss caused by
the largely-increased prices of materials had been so largely
reduced by increased economy at the breweries, the reduction
of management expenses both in London and in Prague, and
last, and most important of all, by the increased sales of beer
even under unfavourable conditions of weather and

competition.

Stewart noted that the bank loan of £1,800 had been
paid off. Only £2,000 out of the reserve mortgage had

been taken up, despite the higher prices of materials.
Stocks of beer were higher. Customers’ balances had not
increased. Expenditure on repairs and maintenance had
increased, but London expenses were down by £300 and
Prague administration down by £150, and revenue from
rents up by £50. The whole of the hops and three quar-
ters of the barley and malt needed for the current year’s
consumption had been purchased on favourable terms.
The directors had good reason for anticipating that the
next year’s report and accounts would be of a more
satisfactory character.2”

The position of the company, then, if not particularly
good, was at least improving. Despite the adverse fac-
tors of weather and competition - of which the latter was
surely the more important - sales of beer were higher,
the basic raw materials had been bought on favourable
terms, and management expenditure had been reduced.

By 1895 the total number of shares actually in existence
was 9,712 ordinary (an increase over 1889) and 10,153
preference (a decrease). There was clearly a consider-
able amount of buying and selling of shares (all fully
paid-up shares were freely transmissible) in the com-
pany’s earlier years, in contrast to the later lack of
movement. There were now nearly 200 shareholders. Of
those who held shares in 1889, approximately 33 had
dropped out by 1895, 96 were still involved, and they
had been joined by 101 newcomers.28

The holdings were still very much scattered, with no
dominant shareholder. The principal shareholders -
those with 400 or more shares - were now:

Ord Pref Total
Hon. Kenelm Pleydell Bouverie and another, 3 Threadneedle Street, London EC 1874 37 1911
Mary L. Horne, married woman, 8 Medina Terrace, West, Brighton, Sussex 1309 221 1530
John B. Hankey, gentleman, and others, Fetcham Park, Leatherhead, Surrey 300 650 950
Col. the Hon. W.H. Peregrine Carington, Royal Court, House of Lords 367 560 927
Schloss Brothers, Ethelburga House, Bishopsgate, London EC 367 460 827
Arthur C.L. Fuller, 3 Evelyn Mansions, Carlisle Place, London SW 382 422 804
William de Neufville, 11 Copthall Court, London EC 0 500 500
Robert J. Price, barrister, 104 Sloane Street, London SW 183 230 413
Henry J.L. Graham, 22 Lennox Gardens, London SW 200 200 400
H.R. Grenfell, gentleman, and another, 8 Great Winchester Street, London EC 200 200 400
Henry W. Horne and others, 6 Stone Buildings, Lincolns Inn 400 0 400
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Horne seems to have disposed of most of his shares by
transferring them to other members of the family.

There were a few shareholders living abroad, mostly
in Germany: besides John and Cicilie Simon, these
included Leopold Adler, Vienna, banker; Bertha
Altona,
Charlottenburg, Germany; Karl Seltmann, Hotel Blauer

Fromme, Germany; Max Goldmann,
Stein, Prague;2® and Charles Weikert, Hamburg, clerk.
Emile Rothschild of Paris briefly held 25 ordinary
shares, but sold them before 1895. The manager
Alexander Wentworth Forbes now had a nominal hold-

ing of 5 preference shares.

The company’s sixth A.G.M. took place on 5 February
1896, at the offices at Blomfield House, London Wall,
London EC. Lt-Col. Stewart, chairing the meeting,
informed shareholders that the year 1894/95 had indeed
been more satisfactory than the preceding year. He
described the increase in sales at Liben by 3,974 hl as
satisfactory, while the small decrease in sales of 944 hl
‘at the National’, as he called U Stajgr{i, was “better than
could have been expected from the working of the first
half-year under the old brewing management’. At Prace,
however, the improvement achieved in 1893/94 had
been almost entirely lost because of competition from
the new brewery in Vinohrady (Weinberge), in which
many local residents and publicans had become
involved as shareholders.

It was also reported inter alia, as regards the accounts,
that the debit side of the balance sheet showed that the
preferential mortgage debt had been reduced by £732
12s 5d. On the credit side, only £705 16s 8d for mainte-
nance and repairs had been charged to capital account,
while £3,587 15s 7d had been charged to revenue. The
balance of debit of profit and loss had been reduced by
£228 9s 1d. It was noted that the breweries had been vis-
ited during the financial year by the chairman, secretary
and auditors.

It was hoped that in 1895/96 the result of the cheaper
hops would make itself felt throughout the year, not for
only half of it as in the previous year. The important ice
crop had already been secured.30 Artificial refrigeration
was now possible, but many breweries still used ice, tra-
ditionally harvested from the river Vltava, or in the case
of the Liberl brewery from the artificial ponds next to
the brewery. An unusually mild winter could lead to a

shortage of ice and seriously increased costs for many
breweries.

It thus appears that the management of U Stajgri had
not been satisfactory, and changes had been made.
However, the establishment of the new share-company
brewery in the Prague suburb of Vinohrady posed a
greater threat.

The company further modernised and extended the
Liben brewery, with a steam brewhouse and boilerhouse
from J. Rosenberg and other brewing equipment from
Br. Noback & Fritze. Cellars to hold 2,000 hl were built
by Rosenberg in 1891, as the above advertisement
boasted; another report referred to a large brewhouse,
icehouse, cellar for 3,000 hl and a beer dispatch area.3!
The newer buildings erected by the English company
were generally known as anglicky pivovar or the
English brewery and they stood on Kotlaska street (for-
merly U Gotlasky or U Kotlasky).32

In 1892 Frantisek Ronz, the head brewer, had a large
pub built near the brewery, in Ronkova ulice (¢p. 369),
U Sokola. Two years later he died and was succeeded by
FrantiSek Camplik, previously second brewer, who held
the office until his own death in December 1906.

According to a directory of Liben published in 1896,
house No. 63 was a brewery and maltings in the street U
Gotlasky and houses Nos. 30 and 31 were small mills in
Palackého trida, owned by ‘The Bohemian Breweries
Limited v Londyné’. The alphabetical part of the direc-
tory listed the firm as

The Bohemian Breweries Limited, akc. spolecnost, hl.
sidlo v Londyné. Pivovar a sladovna v Libni. L. 63 (telef.
1192). - Pivovar, lihovar a vinopalna, obchod se sladem a
chmelem v Praze II. Vodi¢kova ul. 34 (telef. 1191), (u Staj-
gril) a pivovar v Praci (telef. 1193). Gener. reditel Alexander
Wentworth Forbes v Libni. 1.-63. [The Bohemian Breweries
Limited, share company, head office in London. Brewery and
maltings in Liben, I 63 (tel. 1192). - Brewery and distillery,
dealers in malt and hops, in Prague II, Vodic¢kova ul. 34 (tel.
1191) (U Stajgrd) and brewery in Prace (tel. 1193). General
manager Alexander Wentworth Forbes in Liben, 1. 63.]

with cross-references under Anglicky pivovar and
Breweries Bohemian.33 Note the consecutive telephone
numbers for the firm’s three establishments.
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The directory also listed Alex. Wertworth Forbes (sic) as
general manager, Jan Borecky as accountant, FrantiSek
Camplik as head brewer (slddek) and Josef Burka as
representative, all at No. 63; Jan Vora¢ as maltster
(nadsladovni), Josef Sil as second brewer (podstarsi)
and Josef Smejkal as copperman (varit), all at Nos.
30/31; Antonin Bout¢ek as cellarmaster (sklepmistr)
(living nearby at Ronkova ul. 353) and Bedtich
Bohuslav as cashier (pokladnik) (at Ronkova ul. 369);
and Josef Bauer (living in Smichov) and Bohumil

Chalupa (living in vZiékov) as office workers. The brew-
ery employed 56 workmen.34

Two local alehouses advertised in the directory as sell-
ing the company’s beers: the above mentioned U
Sokola, kept by Karel Kraus, and U Deutschi at
Palackého trida 110, kept by Adolf Graf (formerly by
FrantiSek Deutsche). Graf sold draught beers from the
English brewery (and from Mést’ansky pivovar, Pilsen)
and had a depot for their bottled beer. In his advertise-

\)’:‘Wﬁ‘*‘r"a’%)’s’c)’aﬁ VoY PN Yok ot Pl Vo Po Vo Pl Valys Ve e e

DD EGIX

l.’bt'doirlill-'-lO.ll--llqlo-lol.-llilolullilnllllotl|la-ulo—nln -

DD DD DD

T R N N L e A A N RN N Ty

LoEas an_l_

puchézejici

YN YA Y, 1' NCRZANGE/AN
o, xx)g},( 44\..‘;..& xm

nl'n-t"'.illnli“l'i'--itlii-'l-."l-'—l-ll-.!lt-l.!lllll L R

The Bohemian Breweries Limited
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parostrojni pivovar a sladovna
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Figure 4. Advertisement in the 1896 Liben directory.
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Figure 5. The brewery in Liben: illustration from the 1896 local directory.

ment he called the brewery °I. parostrojni pivovar v
Libni’ - First Steam Brewery, Liben.

The brewery’s own advertisement used the formulation
‘First steam brewery and maltings in Liben by Prague’
and recommended its ‘ordinary’ (obycejné) and its
famous dark or amber (grandt) beer.

Shortly before Christmas 1896 it turned out that the
cashier Bedtich Bohuslav had been embezzling money
from the company. He was a devotee of the Saxon class
lottery, and bought a great many tickets for each draw in
the hope that fortune would smile on him, but he never
had more than a few small wins. He also played, even
more enthusiastically, on the Bohemian ‘little’ lottery,
known as the lotynka. Sometimes he bet as much as 350
gulden on extrato, a single number. As his salary was
not enough to cover what he spent on gambling, he
started helping himself to the firm’s money, to the
amount of over 24,000 gulden. The defalcations came to
light when the auditors arrived in Prague to examine the
books, and Bohuslav was arrested and brought before
the criminal court. The company’s losses were however
said to be covered by what the Prager Tagblatt called an
English-style insurance policy.34

Under the English company’s ownership production at
the Liben brewery continued to increase, from about
50,000 hl to 70,213 hl in 1893/94 and 71,280 hl in
1894/95. This put it in the second rank of Czech brew-
eries. In Prague and district, of the industrial breweries
mentioned above, the Smichov brewery produced about
310,000 hl, the Nusle brewery 120,000 hl and the
Vinohrady brewery 60,500 hl in 1894/95, Velké
Popovice perhaps 49,000 hl, while U Primast brewed
about 60,000 hl, but many of Prague’s breweries were
still small-scale ones. However, by 1900 production at
Liben had fallen to 45,000 hl, however - still a
respectable figure, but a clear decline.

At U Stajgri the head brewers, under English manage-
ment, were the above mentioned Antonin Nol¢ from
1889 to 1891, Josef Brabec from 1892 to 1894, when - as
noted above - there was a change of management; then
Konrad Kovar from 1894 to 1896, and Alois Spévacek
in 1896.3¢ J. Rosenberg submitted plans for rebuilding
the cellars in 1891. Output in these years was generally
of the order of 28,000 hl, but fell to 18,030 hl in 1896.

At Prace, the brewers were FrantiSek Kraus until 1893,
when he left to become head brewer at the new rival
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brewery in Vinohrady, and then FrantiSek Hervert.3’
This brewery too was modernised; a new fermenting
room designed for 32 brews (96 vessels) was built by J.
Rosenberg in 1891.38 An adjoining house in Prace, No.
1, was acquired in April 1890 for 3,000 fl. Production in
the first years of English ownership varied from 39,400
to 44,400 hl, but fell to 32,200 hl in 1897/98 and only
22,607 hl in 1898/99.

Closure and sale of U Stajgri

Rumours were circulating about Bohemian Breweries
Ltd. in January 1897. The newspapers then published a
report, said to be from a reliable source, to the effect that
brewing at U Stajgri would cease as from 1 March. The
reason stated was that the brewing operation in the city
centre was comparatively expensive to run and made
only a small profit, and the other two breweries had
sufficient capacity to supply U Stajgri. Malting at Libeti
and Prac¢e would cease, on the other hand, and all the
company’s malt would be produced at U Stajgril. The
distillery there would also continue, as would the
restaurant, which would serve beer from the other two
breweries; the brewing staff had already been given
notice.39

A few days later, however, Narodni listy quoted an
unnamed source from the brewing trade as saying that
the English company had bought their three breweries a
few years previously with a lot of noise and fuss, with
the blame for selling out to foreigners being laid on
Czech indolence; the Englishmen had counted on
exporting successfully, but had miscalculated badly.
They had run out of money. U Stajgri was overmanned,
with too many managerial and clerical staff; there had
been six (now five) of them, almost as many as at the
giant Smichov brewery, while the big brewery in Nusle
only had two. Operations at U Stajgrii were now being
gradually wound down. The company’s excuse was that
the embezzlement at Liben had dealt it a mortal blow.

Now in the new year, the best time of year for a malt-
ings, U Stajgrii had stopped malting, and seven workers
had been dismissed, together with three cellarmen, a
copperman and two coopers. Only the head brewer, sec-
ond brewer, one cellarman and a cooper were left. The
Prace and Liben breweries were faring no better, and the
sword of Damocles was suspended over them too.

According to Ndrodni listy’s source, the report that the
company was going to establish a large new malthouse
at U Stajgri was false. It was clear that there were no
funds available for such an investment. Now the last
brew was being made in U Stajgri, and even that was
only being done to avoid breaching a contract for a
delivery of wort. Orders had come from London to sell
the brewery for whatever it would fetch.

It was said that the English company had destroyed the
brewery, which would have been capable of continuing
to exist and flourish alongside the big Prague breweries
for years to come.40

It was the second report that proved to be nearer the
truth. Brewing and malting at U Stajgrd ceased altogeth-
er. The main part of the premises was sold to J. Novak
(Nowak) and M. Mayer in May 1898 for 420,000 gulden,
and the part on Stépanska was sold a few months later
to Mr and Mrs Jan Vanéura for a further 200,000 gulden,
a total of less than half the price paid for the original
purchase.4! In March 1899 a small classified advertise-
ment announced the cheap sale of equipment ‘from the
closed brewery U Stajgrd’: coolships, a malt crusher, a
degerminating machine, a maize mill, an ‘Excelsior’
mill, and various discs and pumps.42 Later in the year an
eight-horsepower steam engine was also for sale.3 The
restaurant (which had had a new publican from May
1897, Jan Benda, in place of Josef Petrak; in 1899 the
landlord appears to have been J. Matéjec)#* continued to
trade for a few years, probably until 1902.45 Novéak
demolished the buildings in about 1900-04 and built his
well-known department store on the site. Van¢ura con-
tinued to operate the distillery on his part of the site,
trading as Pra“sky lihovar u Stajgrd. The premises were
later altered and extended in 1928, and now consist of
an arcade linking Vodi¢kova and Stepanska streets, with
a theatre and restaurants, shops and offices.46

The money received for U Stajgrii appears to have been
used to pay off the larger part of a 500,000 zl mortgage
debt to Ceska sporitelna . To get rid of the remainder of
the debt, new loans of 100,000 zl each were taken out
from two other banks, Zemska banka and Zivnostenskd
banka, and secured by mortgages on the Liben and
Prace premises.47

In the meantime the gambling cashier Bohuslav had
come up for trial before the Zemsky trestny soud
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(Provincial Criminal Court) in April 1897. He admitted
his guilt. His story was that he had worked in the
brewery from 1883 (before the English company
bought it). In 1892 he had noticed that the till was short
some 400 zl. He claimed to have been mystified by
this. As he could not make good the deficit from his
salary of 1,150 zl, he decided to gamble on the
Bohemian lottery, but only lost more and more. He then
tried the Saxon lottery, as well as speculating on
promesy, other people’s lottery tickets which he bought
up. The total amount embezzled was 27,298 gulden.

On pleading guilty, he was convicted and sentenced to
ten months’ imprisonment with hard labour. Narodni
listy commented that, while the crime could not be
excused, the defalcations would not have reached such
a great amount if proper checks had been carried out;
but where the bosses do not know the local language,
they spend more time on translations than on audits.*8

Reduction of the share capital

The years 1896 and 1897 were clearly a period of crisis
for Bohemian Breweries Ltd. Money was short; U Staj-
grii closed and was sold; and the share capital was
reduced. No specific causes of the company’s problems
are known; rather, the general difficulties of trading and
the increased competition from other breweries were
probably to blame.

The seventh A.GM. of the company was held in
London on 15 March 1897. Lt-Col. Stewart yet again
complained of the bad weather in Prague.He reported
that sales for the six months to the end of March 1896
showed an improvement over the same period in 1895,
and ‘but for the exceptionally wet summer experienced
in Prague, and the general depression in trade’ the direc-
tors’ estimates for the trading year would have proved
correct. The company had continued the policy of keep-
ing its breweries, plant and machinery in ‘a thorough
state of efficiency’. A total of £2,474 19s 0d had been
charged to revenue for that purpose. The falling off of
sales in the half-year and the consequent loss of profit

had more than counterbalanced the benefit from the use
of cheaper materials.

Stewart presumably mentioned the end of brewing and
malting at U Stajgrd. He also noted, however, that at
‘the National Distillery’ (U Stajgri) advantage had
been taken of the higher prices prevailing for spirits to
recommence manufacture, but in such a way that distill-
ing could be stopped at short notice.*? In fact, distilling
cannot have lasted long, in view of the sale of the
premises later in the year.

It was decided to consolidate and reduce the share cap-
ital. It was cut from £280,000 to £55,621, consisting of
9,712 ordinary shares of 10s each and 10,153 preference
shares of £5 each; the unissued and forfeited shares
were cancelled. The reduced £5 preference shares were
then converted into 5 shares of £1 each, and every two
10s ordinary shares were consolidated to make one £1
share; the result was that the company now had 55,621
ordinary shares, all ranking equally and carrying one
vote each. Of the 55,621 shares, 50,765 thus derived
from the old preference shares and only 4,856 from the
ordinary shares. The reorganisation scheme was adopt-
ed by special resolutions passed and confirmed at
E.G.M.s held following the A.GM. and approved by
an order of the Chancery Division of the High Court of
26 June 1897 ‘In the Matter of the Bohemian Breweries
Limited and Reduced and in the Matter of the
Companies Acts 1867 and 1877°.50

The court order, which was made by Mr Justice North,
recorded that the petition for reduction had been duly
published, not only in the London Gazette, the Times
and the Standard, but also in ‘the Prager Zeitung circu-
lating in Bohemia ... containing Notices in the German
Language of the presentation of the Petition’. A minute
of the order was also to be published in those newspa-
pers, and for one month the words ‘and reduced’ were to
be added to the company’s name.

After the 1897 reorganisation the largest shareholders
were:d1
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John Barnard Hankey, Henry W. Kerrick Walker and Mortimer Drewe Malleson, c/o Messrs Wadeson

& Malleson, solicitors, 4 Devonshire Square, Bishopsgate, London EC 3400
Col. the Hon. William Henry P. Carington, Royal Court, House of Lords 2983
William de Neufville, 11 Copthall Court, London EC 2500
Schloss Brothers, Ethelburga House, Bishopsgate, London EC 2483
Ermest Edye and Walter Hale Millett, Bank of England 2116
Mrs Mary Louisa Horne, 8 Medina Terrace West, Brighton, Sussex 1759
Edgar Hanbury, Eastrop Grange, Highworth, Wiltshire 1500
Francis George Horne, 14 Royal Exchange, London EC, Henry Walter Horne, 13 Old Square,

Lincolns Inn, London WC, and Arthur Pollock, 6 Lincolns Inn Fields, London WC 1500
Robert John Price, 104 Sloane Street, London SW 1241
Hon. Kenelm Pleydell Bouverie and Charles Keed, 3 Threadneedle Street, London EC 1122
Henry John L. Graham, Clerk of the Parliament, 22 Lennox Gardens, London SW 1100
Henry Riversdale Grenfell, 8 Great Winchester Street, London EC 1100
Edith Laura Arkwright, 2 Brompton Square, London SW 1000
Lt-Col. Henry E.S. Horne Drummond, Blair Drummond, Perthshire, Wm. Augustus Horne D. Moray,

Abercairney, Crieff, Perthshire, and Walter Francis Forbes, The Cottage, Goodwood, Chichester, Sussex 1000
Mrs Cicilie Simon, Kleinbeerenstralie 4, Berlin 1000

There may have been a few other large holdings if one
aggregates shares owned by different members of one
family; the two Misses Arkwright, for example, had
1,250 shares between them.Most of these appear to have
been private investors, but some may have been trustees
or nominees.

So the five largest shareholders together controlled only
about a quarter of the shares. As to the directors, Horne
had 529 in his own name, but may effectively have
controlled more, if the shares owned jointly or by other
Hornes (a total of 3,988) and the jointly owned shares
are taken into account; Stewart and Butler had only a
few shares.

There was only one change in the major shareholders in
the period from 1900 to 1905 (apart from M.D.
Malleson no longer being one of the holders of the
3,400 shares): the package of 2,116 shares in the names
of Edge and Millett was now held by H.G. Bowen, J.G.
Nairne and T. Askwith, whose address was stated to be
the Bank of England. Indeed, there were hardly any
sales of shares at all, large or small, and none at all in
the year preceding the 1905 return; the few changes of
ownership were usually the result of the death of a
shareholder and a transfer to his executors. It may be
that the shares were effectively unsaleable as a result of
the company’s financial position.

The directors from 1897 on were Lieut-Col. Duncan
Stewart, of 89 Eaton Place, London SW, Lt-Col. retired;
Francis George Horne, of 14 Royal Exchange, London
EC (120 Bishopsgate St. Within, London EC in 1905),
gentleman; and Francis Carus Geneste Butler, of Motley
Bank, Camberley, Surrey, gentleman. Stewart and
Horne were thus directors throughout the life of the
company. John Paterson was the company secretary
from about 1900, in succession to Rodwell. From
October 1900 the registered office was 27 Cornhill (31d
floor), London EC.

The reorganisation did not resolve the company’s finan-
cial problems. Duncan’s Brewery Manual commented
unenthusiastically in 1898 that the ‘results achieved by the
Company have not been encouraging’.52 In view of what
ensued in 1899, this may have been an understatement.

Assassination in Guatemala

Meanwhile, a former employee of Bohemian Breweries
Ltd. achieved fame in 1898, although not in a way
directly connected to brewing. He was an Englishman
by the name of Edgar Zollinger, who went abroad to
learn French and German and arrived in Prague in 1895,
aged 17, joining the Regatta rowing club on the strength
of a recommendation from a German football club. He
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worked for the brewery company for about a year and a
half, and then went to Guatemala, where he had a job in
a sugar factory. He was described as a big, strong young
man, a well-known sportsman, whose gentle disposition
won him many friends in Prague.

Zollinger often told his Prague friends that he would
have to go to Guatemala to help a friend of his become
President. This was naturally treated as a joke; but on
the evening of 8 February 1898 he accosted the
President of Guatemala, José Maria Reina Barrios,
while he was walking near his palace, and assassinated
him with two shots from a revolver. Zollinger was then
himself shot dead by the President’s bodyguards.

Zollinger’s motive was revenge for the death of his
employer Juan Aparicio Mérida, a popular businessman
who had been shot, supposedly on Reina Barrios’s
orders, during the revolution of 1897.53

Bankruptcy in Prague

In April 1899 Bohemian Breweries Ltd. filed for bank-
ruptcy in Prague.The company had been in difficulties
for some time, and in April 1899 it reached an agree-
ment with its creditors to make them a payment on
account of 25%. The two breweries would continue in
operation under the supervision of the creditors. But the
unexpected and unwelcome news then arrived from
London that the company had not raised the funds for
the 25% payment, and the directors in London proposed
instead that a declaration of insolvency or petition for
bankruptcy should be made.

The application was made, and on 27 April the kk.
Handelsgericht (c.k. Obchodni soud, Imperial Royal
Commercial Court) in Prague ordered the bankruptcy
procedure to be opened over the estate of ‘the English
brewing company “The Bohemian Breweries Limited”
with its seat in Prague and branches in Liben and Prace’.
Karel (Carl) Sikyr, a provincial court judge (Landes-
gerichtsrat), was appointed commissioner in bankrupt-
cy; JUDr. Bedrich (Friedrich) Kaufmann and JUDr.
Jindrich (Heinrich) Solc, both lawyers in Prague, were
appointed as administrator and deputy administrator.
The creditors’ meeting was fixed for 8 May, the deadline
for claims for 17 June and the liquidation meeting for 30
June.

Narodni listy and the Prager Tagblatt reported that the
two breweries were subject to mortgages totalling
230,000 fl, including 100,000 each in favour of two
banks, Bohmische Landesbank (Zemska banka) and
Zivnostenska banka; these were safe, as the breweries
were worth much more than this. English creditors were
said to be owed a million gulden or £90,000 and local
suppliers in Bohemia 160,000 fl, and there was also
30,000 fl in arrears of tax. Brewing might well continue
despite the bankruptcy.54 There were also two mort-
gages which had been taken out to secure loans from the
directors of the company, one of £75,000 in favour of
Duncan Stewart and Sydney John Montagu and another
of £25,000 in favour of Stewart and Essex Reade.55

Narodni listy observed that the bankruptcy of the com-
pany ‘may have taken the public by surprise, but was
expected in the circles which were to some extent aware
of the firm’s situation’. The Englishmen had abandoned
their original hope that the Czech brewery shares would
become as valuable as shares in an African gold mine.

Although the obvious reason for the company’s failure
was the rise of competing breweries such as those in
Kralovské Vinohrady and HoleSovice, which had grown
up in the years since the English company came on the
scene, Narodni listy felt that the fundamental cause was
probably to be found in the weakness inherent in a busi-
ness that was run by people who were not sufficiently
familiar with local conditions (not that foreign capital
was unwelcome as such, of course) and had started by
paying unreal prices not just for breweries but also for
the ‘rosy dreams of future dividends’.5¢

The creditors’ meeting (Glaubigertagfahrt, schiize
veéritelu) took place in the afternoon of 8 May. It was
described as ‘very lively’ and went on for nearly three
hours. The Prager Tagblatt noted that the creditors
present at the meeting represented debts of 390,000 fl.
and the total debt of the company was thought to be over
a million gulden. According to Ndrodni listy, the com-
pany’s assets were about a million, and the breweries
in Liben and Prate were worth 450,000 and 200,000
gulden respectively.5’

Dr Wien (a lawyer who had acted in the original pur-
chase of U Stajgr(), representing one of the creditors,
Lazar Kaufmann the Prostéjov maltster, objected to the
initiation of bankruptcy proceedings on the ground that
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only the representation of the company was registered in
the Prague register of commerce and the main seat of
the company was in London; the branches in Prague
could not be made bankrupt unless the main company in
London was first declared bankrupt; and the general
representative Wentworth Forbes did not have authority
to petition for bankruptcy. In response, the chairman of
the meeting Sikyr said that the branch in Prague had
been registered with the Commercial Court as an inde-
pendent firm with its own representation within the
meaning of the 1865 regulation, so that the company
was subject to Austrian law as regards its Austrian
property. If claims and executions could be brought
against it, the right to declare bankruptcy and conduct
bankruptcy proceedings against it must also be accept-
ed. Wien repeated his demand that the proceedings
should be halted, and said that the officials acting in the
bankruptcy would be held liable for all their acts. The

it

administrator designate Dr Kaufmann (who had also
previously acted in the sale of Liben and Prace) coun-
tered with the argument that the Prague breweries were
registered with the Commercial Court not as a branch
or subsidiary (Zweigniederlassung) but as an independ-
ent firm which was a representation (Reprdsentanz) of
the London company, and it was possible to bring insol-
vency proceedings against the local assets under the
relevant Austrian law. He also pointed out that it was
unusual for a creditor to oppose bankruptcy proceed-
ings; normally it was the debtor who had the right to
object. Deputy administrator Dr Solc also opposed
Wien, saying that if Wien’s view were correct, the
English company would enjoy a great advantage, since
no bankruptcy could ever be declared over its Austrian
property. If that were the case the creditors would have
to bring execution proceedings against the company,
and only the one who acted first would have a claim,

Figure 6. The former Prace brewery in 1984, photographed by Z. Likovsky (from Kvasny prumys| 710/1986).
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and the other creditors would miss out. A lengthy dis-
cussion followed, in which most of the lawyers present
took part. In the end Siky¥ rejected Wien’s protest on
formal grounds, as the bankruptcy law made no provi-
sion for such a protest, and left him to use any ordinary
legal remedies that might be available; Wien thereupon
said that he would appeal. The meeting then finally
proceeded to business.

Kaufmann and Solc were confirmed as administrator
and deputy administrator, and a creditors’ committee
was formed, consisting of representatives of the main
creditors: Dr Déttich Platte (or Friedrich Plate, repre-
senting Franz Xaver Brosche Sohn), Hynek (Ignac,
Ignaz) Weinmann (Weimann) (or Rudolph Weimann,
representing the firm of Weinmann or Ignaz Weimann),
Eduard (Edvard)
Sonnenschein a Landesmann), Herman (Hermann)

Landesmann  (procurist of
Pollak (Polak), and as alternate members Antonin Tuma
(Anton Tuma) (partner in J. Hitz) and David Abeles
(firm of Abeles, hop merchants in Zatec).58

Wien appealed to the courts, as he had threatened, but
without success. The Commercial Court rejected his
appeal (against Sikyi’s rejection of his protest) on the
grounds that Wentworth Forbes had been given power
by the company’s directors to act in every way in the
company’s businesses in Austria; he was therefore enti-
tled to apply for bankruptcy, and under § 486 of the
Criminal Code might be obliged to do so even if the
directors decided otherwise. Wien’s written application
(against the declaration of bankruptcy) was dismissed as
unfounded and purposeless by the Vrchni zemsky soud
(Higher Provincial Court), which also confirmed the
decision of the Commercial Court.>?

The liquidation procedure then continued with
Kaufmann as administrator. On 31 October 1899 a
meeting of creditors at the Commercial Court had to
reach a decision on what was to become of the two
breweries. An offer had been received for Prace from
Emil Stein and Joseph (Josef) Kornfeld, the owners of a
brewery in Pakoméfice north of Prague. They would
take on the debts burdening the brewery, pay the result-
ing costs, and pay 110,000 fl in cash. That sum would
be divided up by allocating 50,000 fl to the bank which
had a mortgage debt of 100,000 fl, 10,000 to another
banker, Moriz Zdekauer, for a debt secured on the land,
and 6,000 fl to the chairman of the company, Duncan

Stewart, who had also lent money on mortgage. Of
the remaining 44,000 f1, 25,000 fl would be used to pay
off arrears of tax and 19,000 fl to increase the working
capital of the Liben brewery. The offer was accepted; so
at least Prace’s trade debts were paid and the secured
creditors got some of their money back. Stewart and his
former co-directors, on the other hand, received only a
small payment towards their mortgage claims, although
of course they still had the Liben premises as security
for their loans.

The remaining brewery in Libeni would continue to be
operated on behalf of the estate. The estimated values of
Prac¢e and Liberi were now said to be 587,806 fl and
1,100,000 f1 respectively.60

Kornfeld sold his share of Prace in 1905 and bought the
Liben brewery the following year. The Praée brewery
continued in Stein’s ownership until 1922. It appears
never to have recovered from the effects of the First
World War, and also suffered a fire in 1923; it ceased
brewing in December 1936, becoming a depot for the
Velké Popovice brewery.61:62

As previously indicated, Prague still had a comparative-
ly large number of small breweries attached to pubs. In
the closing years of the century, several of them joined
together to replace their often cramped and antiquated
brewhouses with a new jointly owned modern brewery
on an industrial scale, capable of competing with the
other industrial breweries. The Spole¢ensky pivovar
prazskych sladku, as it was named, was built a few kilo-
metres outside the city, at Branik. Brewing started in
September 1900, and production in its first year of
operation was already 77,952 hl. By 1901/02 production
already exceeded 100,000 hl. Not all the old brewhous-
es closed at once, however; some continued brewing for
several years yet.

The English company had been a member of the Prague
brewers’ cooperative, but only in respect of the city
centre brewery U Stajgrt via its representative Nolc. It
played no part in the foundation of the new Branik
brewery, which it probably regarded as a further unwel-
come competitor.

The rules on taxation of beer were amended in 1899,
with reduced rates of duty being introduced for small
breweries producing up to 15,000 hl a year,53 but the
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practical effect of the change on the smaller Prague
breweries may have been limited. In any event, the
English company will not have benefited.

The table below shows the aggregate production or sales
figures (in hl) for the company’s three breweries in var-
ious years.64

Year Liben U Stajgri Prade Total

1890/91 56,400 28,754 40,800 125,954
1891/92 52,445 25,991 41,404 119,840
1892/93 64,090 28,005 44,400 136,495
1896/97 [71,280] 4,026 42,203 117,509
1897/98 52,200 32,200 84,400
1900 45,000 45,000
1901/02 34,000 34,000
1902/03 36,360 36,360
1903/04 41,160 41,160
1904/05 38,000 38,000
1905/06 32,600 32,600

Conclusion The company itself continued to exist in England, the

Little is known about the Liben brewery in the closing
years of Bohemian Breweries Ltd. Presumably
Kaufmann, as the administrator of the company’s
bankrupt estate, continued to operate it with the
approval of the creditors. The production figures quoted
above indicate an annual production fluctuating within
the region of 30,000 to 40,000 hl.

Spu-ln Pﬂ.ﬂm m-qu{nlllo pivowaru ,,The Bo-
Bre Limited v Libni-Praha WIILY dovoluje
5i oznamiti, Ze dne 10. prosince & x. o 1. hod. edpol. zembel pan

FRANTISER CAMPLIK,

slad gk.

V jmenovaném ziratili jsme dlouholetého, velezaslonZilého a mi=
1ého spolupracovnika a 2clime hluboce jeho sdchodu na vinost.

Pohi¢h zesnulého kondn bude ve &vrtek dne 13. t. m. o pitl L
hod. edpol. z domt smutku na mistni hibitov, kde2 do prozatimni
hrobity ku v&tnémn odpotinku uloZen bude.

Zaduzni slufby Bofi slouZeny budoun v patek d.nz 4. L m of
hod, ranni v zimecké kapli v Libni.

V PRAYE VL, dae 11, prosince 1904

Figure 7. Announcement by the company of the death of head
brewer Camplik, Narodni politika, /12 December 1906.

bankruptcy and administration extending only to its assets
in Bohemia. The profits, if any, will have gone to its cred-
itors; it is improbable that any dividends were ever paid.

The arrangement made in 1892 - that profits would
be applied to paying off mortgage and debenture debt
until £50,000 had been repaid - was evidently still
unfulfilled in 1903, when, as the Brewery Manual
noted, debenture interest had been in arrear since June
1898. The accounts for 1899, probably the most recent
then available, showed that, after including interest on
mortgages and loans, there was a loss of £12,278,
making the total debit to profit and loss £14,485. The
Manual also confirmed that the nominal share capital
of the company in 1903 comprised, in addition to the
55,621 £1 ordinary shares, £16,666 in 4}2% preferential
mortgage, £70,000 in 6% first debentures and £20,200
in 6% second debentures, and that a receiver had been
appointed for the company’s remaining property in
Bohemia, in other words the Liben brewery.64

As of 31 December 1905, the total amount due from the
company on mortgages and charges liable to registration
under the Companies Act was £95,700, and £14,145
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was due on foreign mortgages. The same figures applied
as of 31 December 1906.96 The former sum probably
represents the monies owed to Stewart, Montagu and
Reade and charged on the Liben brewery, and the latter
sum the monies owed to the Prague banks.

The Libeti brewery was finally sold in 1907. The price
paid is unknown as is the precise circumstances of the
sale. The directors who had lent money to the company
may even have got some of their money back. The new
owner Josef Kornfeld, who had previously been a co-
owner of the company’s former Prace brewery,
announced the change of ownership in May 1907. He
adopted the name Prvni parostrojni pivovar v Praze VIII
(First Steam Brewery in Prague VIII):67

I have the honour to announce that I have taken over the First
Steam Brewery in Prague VIII (Liben), formerly belonging to
the English company. I shall endeavour to maintain fully in
future the good reputation of Liben beer by its quality, and
remain respectfully Jos. Kornfeld. Prague VIII (Liben), May
1907.

After Kornfeld’s death in 1919 it was run by his widow
Olga Kornfeldova (née Feiglova; they were married in
1889). She was apparently more interested in other mat-
ters and paid less attention to the brewery. It ran into
financial problems and ceased brewing in 1927, and the
premises were closed and sold in 1928. They were sub-
sequently occupied by various firms, including a furni-
ture business and a manufacturer of cosmetics and
chemicals. Most of the original buildings have subse-
quently been demolished, but some, together with the
high brewery chimney, are still standing in Kotlaska, as
part of the premises of an Albert supermarket.3

No shareholders’ meeting was held in 1905 or 1906;
indeed, it is possible that there were no meetings after
1897.99 The final winding-up meeting was called for 30
July 1907. It was inquorate, and was adjourned for a
week. The adjourned meeting duly took place and
Bohemian Breweries Ltd. ceased to exist in August 1907.

The manager Wentworth Forbes was still living in
Prague in May 1907, when he was registered at an
address in the district of Kralovské Vinohrady, still as
British consul.70 Indeed, he continued as consul until
the outbreak of the Great War in 1914 and returned to
Prague after hostilities ended, dying there in 1925. He

Figure 8. Drawing by Karel Toman of the former English and
Kornfeld brewery in Liben, Gambrinus, 1943.

was described in the press as very popular in Prague and
a great friend of the Czech people. His widow, Loveday,
died in London in 1934 at the age of 80.7!

Had the Bohemian Breweries company survived until
1914 it would doubtless have been expropriated as
enemy property. But it did not; and its roughly 18 years
of life scarcely represent a triumph of British imperial
capitalism. On the other hand, it may have contributed
to the modernisation and industrialisation of the Czech
brewing industry, and perhaps even to the development
of the Czech style of beer.

Corrigenda to Part 1
More information has come to light since Part I of this

article was completed. The following corrections should
therefore be made to Part I.
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On p.51, the first two paragraphs under the heading
‘The sea serpent’ should be replaced by the following
text:

In late 1888 or early 1889 Herbert Edwards and Harry
Saunders, two financial agents based in London, were
introduced to the Berlin-based Dr John Simon to discuss
the purchase of the U Stajgrii brewery in Prague. In a
letter of April 1889 Simon said that the brewery in
Prague showed a profit of £40,000 a year and was for
sale for about £200,000. Edwards and Saunders brought
in Chadwick & Co., another firm of London financial
agents, and their Mr Orriss agreed to promote the com-
pany immediately if the brewery returned its predicted
profit of £40,000. Edwards and Saunders wrote to
Simon to say that their ‘friends’ would offer to purchase
for £175,000, on the strength of the profits being
£24,000 (not £40,000 as first claimed), and would
make the capital of the new company £250,000. Further
discussions were held when a commission agent by
the name of John Bell Allen travelled to Cologne to
meet Simon on behalf of Chadwick & Co., and in May
1889 Simon’s brother-in-law visited England for more
talks.2

The upshot of all these meetings was that on 1 June
1889 an agreement to acquire the brewery was finally
concluded between George Harold Sutcliffe (an
accountant who shared a London address with Allen &
Co.) - acting on behalf of the new company - and John
Simon and Messrs Allen & Co., as John Bell Allen
described himself. The precise nature of the roles of the
various parties in the deal is unclear. It seems that
Simon held himself out as owner of the brewery, but
was in fact only an agent with power to arrange the sale.
The English legal documents none the less refer to him
and Allen & Co. as vendors, but the Czech press reports
refer only to FrantiSek Zverina as the owner of the brew-
ery, and one English document distinguishes between
the vendors and the (unnamed) owners.

Allen, whatever his legal position, took control of the
negotiations, so much so that he was later described as
the ‘promoter’ of the Bohemian Breweries company.
Presumably he took great care not to tell the other par-
ties that his real name was in fact John Baines, that he
was an undischarged bankrupt, and that in 1883, when
he was a clerk at the Barrow-in-Furness branch of the
Lancaster Bank, he had been convicted of forgery and

falsification of accounts and sentenced to five years’
imprisonment.>

On p.65, the final sentence of the paragraph starting
‘An investment company’ should read:

Allen & Co. were unable to pay for the shares allotted
to them and they were forfeited.

On p.66, the paragraph starting ‘At the same time’
should end as follows:

(...) the plaintiffs’ claim succeeded. However, the deci-
sion was reversed on appeal.82 It may be noted that
Herbert Edwards and Harry Saunders went bankrupt
later in 1892.

Notes 2 and 3 should be replaced by the following:

2. Brewers’ Journal, 15 May 1892, pp.217-8;
Birmingham Daily Post, 6 July 1892.

3. Allen was released from prison in 1887 and set him-
self up in London as a commission agent although he
had no money of his own (he later said that ‘his friends
assisted him”). He went bankrupt again in 1891, when
he had liabilities of over £13,000 and no assets; any
money gained from Bohemian Breweries Ltd. - there is
an unclear reference to £15,000 which came into his
hands in August 1889 - must have disappeared quickly.
The facts about his earlier misdeeds and change of name
came out in the bankruptcy proceedings despite his
attempt to deny that his real name was Baines or that he
had ever been to Barrow-in-Furness. His suggestion that
his first bankruptcy did not count because he was then
Baines and he was now Allen, so that he had a sort of
dual personality, did not find favour with the court:
London Gazette, 12 December 1890 and other dates;
The Standard, 19 March 1891; Liverpool Mercury, 19
March 1891; Lancaster Gazette, 21 March 1891.

Note 82 should read as follows:

82. Brewers’ Journal, 15 May 1892, pp.217-8,
Birmingham Daily Post, 6 July 1892. Chadwick & Co.’s
appeal succeeded on the ground that there was no evi-
dence that Allen was their agent or that they had
received any profit from the transaction. The Brewers’
Journal report - which is not entirely clear - refers to
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Simon as ‘Dr Simonds, the owner of a brewery called
the National Brewery at Prague’.
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